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ABSTRACT

Hualien Country 1is the largest county in Taiwan. Wity
pacific Ocean to its east, and Central Mountain Zones to itsg
west, mixed with mountains and valleys, the topography
iscomplex. The area was not well developed. Due to the natural
resources protection policies, the area is full of plant
species including flora from tropical to the frigid zones. The
rare andprecious species and those with economic potentials
deserves further investigation. The majorfindings of our
investigation are listed below:

1. Hualien County is located in the eastern part of Taiwan. The
total area 1is 4628.5713 km2. Plain and river occupy seven
and six percent of the land separatedly. The rest 87% are
all mountainous area. the geological zones include mountains,
hills, slope lands, plains, rivers and seashores. The area
is full of natural resources.

2. According to the plant taxonomy of Engler & Prantl System,
there are 961 species of medicinal plants belong to 6 phyl-
lums, 184 families and 636 genera growing in Hualien County.
Each medicinal plants was briefly described with Chinese
names, scientific names, origin of Pents'ao, distribution,
vernacular name, medicinal part used, properties and taste,
toxicity, function and medicinal application and dosage.

3. Among the medicinal plants surveyed in Hualien County, there
are 305 crude drugs originated from 387 plant species
recorded in ancient Pents'ao.

4 Distribution of the medicinal plants of Hualien County are
listed at full length according to altitude range. For

indigenous species, 78 species were found above 1500m
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10.

altitude, 219 species were found in 500m - 1500m range and
407 speciesbelow 500m altitude. For cultivated species, 10
species in mountainous area and 142 species in plain area.
Fifty poisonous medicinal plants were found in Hualien
County. Awareness of the potential toxicity of those
poisonous plants will avoid the accidents by misusing them.
Special folk medicinal formulas were also collected during
our 1investigation. Fourteen more effective formulas were
reported.

One hundred and nine crude drugs were found in herbal stores.
The name, price and quantities sold were listed.

There are twelve seashore medicinal plants found in Hualien
Country.

In Hualien County, nine species were categorized as rare
plants species which deserved protection or propagation with
tissue culture technique.

We found seven species with clinical efficacy and potential
for development. Each of them were described with
description, origin, property and taste, chemical components,

pharmacological effects and clinical applications.

Key Word: Hualien Country, Pharmaceutical Botany, Investigation.
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