Summary of Kelly’s Guide

Anatomy of a Paper:

Summary: to be written last, most important part of paper, state all ideas/results; ideally spend all day Monday on it

Introduction: restate the problem as you interpret it and what you decided to work on; a good idea to write it on Friday to make sure everyone understands what problem you are solving

The Model: well, if you don’t know this section, you’re screwed.

The Solutions: algorithms, methods of generalizing the data generated by the previous section; have a baseline to compare with; always more than one solution!

Solution Testing Methods: evaluation methods of different solutions

Results: present the results of testing; should be a very focused section since you’ve described everything else; ideally have a lot of data to back up your conclusions; sensitivity testing = a lot of data sets – narrate data tables b/c judges won’t read them. ( “A worked better in these circumstances, but algorithm B did blah blah..”

Conclusions: first restate the bottom line (results);  strengths, weaknesses, etc etc etc

** Want a SKIMMABLE paper! Headings are our friends. Bullets too!

Tables, diagrams, graphs

What are we going to do about LaTeX?

Good idea: read the paper out loud!

The programmer should not be the one running the code and producing the data! This helps spot bugs.

Code should be ready on Saturday and writer should be almost finished writing.

